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Who do you mean by THEY ? says Robin.    I mean
my mother, and the girls, says the elder brother.

But hark ye, says his brother, are you in earnest;
do you really love the girl ? Why then, says Robin,
I will be free with you; I do love her above all the
women in the world, and I will have her, let them
say and do what they will; I believe the girl will not
deny me.

It stuck me to the heart when he told me this, for
though it was most rational to think I would not deny
him, yet I knew in my own conscience, I must, and
I saw my ruin in my being obliged to do so; but 1
knew it was my business to talk otherwise then, so
I interrupted him in his story thus: Ay! said I,
does he think I cannot deny him ? but he shall find
I can deny him for all that. Well, my dear, says he,
but let me give you the whole story as it went on
between us, and then say what you will.

Then he went on and told me, that he replied
thus: But brother, you know she has nothing, and
you may have several ladies with good fortunes.
'Tis no matter for that, said Robin, I love the girl;
and I will never please my pocket in marrying, and
not please my fancy. And so my dear, adds he, there
is no opposing him.

Yes, yes, says I, I can oppose him ; I have learnt
to say no, now, though I had not learnt it before; if
the best lord in the land offered me marriage now,
I could very cheerfully say no to him.

Well, but my dear., says he, what can you say to
him ? You know, as you said before, he will ask you
many questions about it, and all the house will
wonder what the meaning of it should be.

Why, says I, smiling, I can stop all their mouths
at one clap, by telling him and them too, that I am
married already to his elder brother.

He smiled a little too at the word, but I could see
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